
Greetings UW Rehabilitation Medicine friends and colleagues, 

It’s hard to believe fall is upon us already. With the changing of the 
seasons, we usher in a whole new group of outstanding students to 
each of our graduate degree programs—physical therapy, occupa-
tional therapy, and prosthetics and orthotics. I am delighted to wel-
come these new students on their first step to exciting professions in 
the field of rehabilitation medicine.   

This fall also marks the retirement of Dr. Elizabeth Kanny. Dr. 
Kanny was on the faculty for more than 33 years, 28 of which were 

as Division Head for Occupational Therapy. Dr. Kanny’s strong commitment and dedica-
tion to OT education will be greatly missed. Please see more about Dr. Kanny’s impressive 
career on page 4. Janet Powell, PhD, OTR/L is currently serving as interim OT Division 
Head while a search for the new Division Head is underway. 

Finally, planning is already underway for our 29th Annual Review Course in Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation. Co-chairs Tom McNalley, MD, and Karen Barr, MD are lining up expert 
faculty to provide a thorough review for ABPM&R certification and re-certification exams. 
Please be sure to save the dates: March 25—31, 2012. 

Thank you for your continued interest and support of the department. Contact us at  
rehab@uw.edu with questions or comments. 

Peter Esselman, MD, MPT 
Professor and Chairman 
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CALENDAR 

 PM&R Board Review 
Course 
March 25-31, 2012 
Hotel Deca 
Seattle, WA  

 Justus F. Lehmann 
Symposium 
May 18, 2012 
Center for Urban  
Horticulture 
Seattle, WA  

 

Soon after Dr. Justus F. Lehmann was ap-
pointed as the first chair of the department in 
1957, he initiated the physical therapy training 
program, followed by the occupational therapy 
training program in 1959. The prosthetics and 
orthotics program was created at the beginning 
of the department’s second decade. Today, 
these programs continue to grow and evolve. 
We are proud of the continued successes of 
our teaching programs, and with that, we are 
very pleased to welcome our new students. 

Curricula welcome new students  

Welcome New Students continued on page 2  
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The Division of PT faculty and staff welcome the DPT Class of 2013. Applicants are evaluated based on scholastic records, 
standardized test scores, volunteer and/or paid PT-related experiences, personal statements, and letters of recommendation. 
Acceptance offers were sent to the most qualified of nearly 600 total applicants to fill the 43 available positions. The class in-
cludes 22 women and 21 men from Washington, Idaho, Montana, California and Guam. They come from diverse educational 
backgrounds; exercise science is the most common degree, but also represented are degrees in such fields as public health, 
nursing, international affairs, biology, chemistry, English and dance.  

D i v i s i o n  o f  P hy s i c a l  T h e r a p y :  D P T  D e g r e e  P r o g r a m  

D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a py :  M O T  D e g r e e  P r o g r a m  

BACK:  L. Sayoc, A. Freeman, C. Palek-Zahn, J. Zvaleuskas, K. Greene, J. Johnson, D. Greaves, T. Anderson, V. Tung   
MIDDLE: J. Wu, S. Anderson, J. Leichtman, A. Staats, A. Watchtel, M. Dagadakis, S. Becker, K. Bray, M. Zalkan 
FRONT: D. Roeder, J. Vong, M. Hanig, M. Encisco Rodriguez, J. Perham, A. Menin, K. Worthen, C. Anderson, R. Luong  

The Division of OT faculty and staff are pleased to welcome the MOT class of 2013.  This year, we admitted 27 students from 
a pool of 159 applicants. Our entering class includes students with strong academic records, broad volunteer and/or paid OT 
related work experiences, and a variety of undergraduate majors. Although the largest number of admitted students majored 
in psychology or biology, we also have students with degrees in music, English, communications, and foreign language.  

BACK:  J. McGuire, D. Steffan, A. Bennett, J. Dyk, J. Ard, L. Placentia, J. Buter, D. Patrick, G. Lee, J. Zomok, N. Tabloei, A. 
Szewczyk, R. Marin  MIDDLE:  L. Christensen, R. Stein, J. Stout, K. Harper, R. Artero, S. Keltner, K. Miller, J. Matthews, J. Se-
lander, L. Gorry, S. Rigden, E. Sugiura, M. Zarate, A. Woods, R. Potts, S. McClave    FRONT:  M. Fisher, C. Gangstad, A. Fritz, K. 
Litwin, A. Chan, A. Rogers, C. Kieu, H. Prange, G. Lucuab, K. Ramsay, D. Mizukami, N. Frei, E. Jordt, B. Mendonca  

Welcome New Students cont’d from page 1 
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Back Row: Nathan Tulloch, Tevye Waite, Damon Bagley-Ayres,  
Dan Daley, Jeremy Miles   

Front Row: Becca Lamson, Kim Gorbutt, Kenya Sandhagen, Alyssa Perry 

D i v i s i o n  o f  P r o s t h e t i c s  &  O r t h o t i c s :  M P O  D e g r e e  P r o g r a m  
The Division of P&O faculty and staff are honored 
to welcome the inaugural Master of Prosthetics and 
Orthotics (MPO) class. The nine students in the 
Class of 2013 bring diverse educational back-
grounds to their study of P&O, holding under-
graduate degrees in bioengineering, kinesiology, 
education, writing, history and East Asian studies. 
Professional experiences include special education 
teaching in Philadelphia and directing museum edu-
cation programs in Idaho.  

Dan Daley relocated from Montana to enter the 
program. “I feel very privileged and fortunate to be 
part of the first MPO class here at UW. It is an 
honor for me to learn from some of the most inno-
vative and leading P&O professionals in the field. I 
am excited for all of the opportunities that await 
me as I complete the program, and I look forward 
to the day when I can say I am an alum of UW's 
first MPO program!" 

Welcome New Students cont’d from page 2 

A diverse group of faculty from the UW 
College of Engineering, UW College of 
Arts and Sciences and the UW Medical 
Center are involved in the exciting new 
Engineering Research Center for Sen-
sorimotor Neural Engineering (CSNE). 
Among them are 5 Rehabilitation Medi-
cine faculty members: Brian Hafner, 
PhD, assistant professor, Valerie Kelly, 
PT, PhD, assistant professor, Kurt John-
son, PhD, professor, Chet Moritz, PhD, 
assistant professor, and Janet Powell, 
PhD, OTR/L, associate professor.   

In July, the National Science Foundation 
awarded the UW $18.5 million over 5 
years (with the possibility of renewal 
over another 5 years) to establish the 
CSNE. The center will create robotic 
devices that are integrated with the 
body’s nervous system to restore or  
augment the body’s capabilities for  

RESEARCH:  Several Rehabilitation Medicine Faculty Affiliated 
with New Center for Sensorimotor Neural Engineering 

sensation and movement. These new 
technologies show great promise for 
people with amputations, spinal cord 
injuries, cerebral palsy, stroke, Parkin-
son’s disease or age-related neurological 
disorders. Yoky Matsuoka, PhD, of 
Computer Science and Engineering, is 
the center’s director; Tom Daniel, 
PhD, of Biology, is the center’s deputy 
director.  

The majority of the funding for the 
CSNE will support undergraduate and 
graduate research. Most recently, Sara 
Morgan, CPO, who is a student in the 
PhD in Rehabilitation Science program, 
received a 2-year Seed Project Grant 
from the CSNE. Sara Morgan, Dr. 
Kelly, and Dr. Hafner collaborated on 
the proposal to build upon their mutual 
interests and pursue a new line of re-
search in the cognitive demands  

associated with ambulation in persons 
with lower limb loss.  

Dr. Hafner is also co-
mentoring graduate 
student, Morgan 
Redfield of computer 
science and engineer-
ing, who has just re-
ceived a grant 
through the CSNE. 

Joan Sanders, PhD, associate professor 
of bioengineering, and Dr. Hafner are 
working with Morgan Redfield to de-
velop a sensing platform to measure key 
outcomes of interest in persons with 
limb loss.  

To learn more about the CSNE, please 
visit their website:  
 

http://csne.washington.edu/ 

 

Dr.  Brian Hafner 
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SPOTLIGHT:  D r. K a n ny  R e t i r e s  a f t e r  3 3  Ye a r s  o n  F a c u l t y  

After more than 33 years on faculty, 
Elizabeth Kanny, Ph.D., OTR/L, 
FAOTA, officially retired on September 
30, 2011. Dr. Kanny served as the Divi-
sion Head of Occupational Therapy for 
an impressive 28 years. Prior to joining 
the UW faculty, she worked for over 10 
years in occupational therapy practice. 
Throughout the span of her career, Dr. 
Kanny has demonstrated an ongoing 
commitment to occupational therapy 
education as evidenced through her ad-
ministrative excellence, teaching, pro-
fessional presentations, and peer re-
viewed publications.  

Born and raised in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
Dr. Kanny’s interest in occupational 
therapy began when she was in high 
school and she became well acquainted 
with one of her mother’s friends who 
was  an occupational therapist. After a 
year at the University of California at 
Berkeley, she returned to Minneapolis 
to complete her Bachelor of Science in 
Occupational Therapy from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. She later went on to 
earn her Master’s Degree in Rehabilita-
tion Counseling at Seattle University, 
and her PhD from the College of       

Education at the University of Washing-
ton. Dr. Kanny’s leadership in educa-
tion and administration has resulted in 
her being named to the AOTA 
(American Occupational Therapy Asso-
ciation) Roster of Fellows. Such an 
honor recognizes occupational therapist 
members of AOTA who, with their 
knowledge and expertise, have made a 
significant contribution to the continu-
ing education and professional develop-
ment of members of the Association. In 
addition, she has received five AOTA 
service awards for her task force leader-
ship and service  on the Commission of 
Standards and Ethics.  

Dr. Kanny has given numerous national 
and state presentations that recognize 
her expertise in teaching technology and 
ethical decision-making. She has been 
Principal Investigator on 15 grants and/
or project director for 19 research and 
training grants aimed at improving the 
education of occupational therapists. She 
has 18 peer-reviewed journal articles 
published related to OT education and 
practice and has written four book chap-
ters including two recent chapters in 
textbooks widely used in OT education.  

Dr. Kanny is highly regarded for her 
teaching excellence. Throughout her 
career, she has continually developed 
and updated her courses to reflect state 
of the art information and practice 
standards. In mentoring occupational 
therapy students, she is well-known 
for fostering long-term commitments 
to political advocacy and professional 
leadership in occupational therapy. 

A retirement celebration was held for 
Dr. Kanny in June at the UW Faculty 
Club.  She worked part-time until Sep-
tember 30. She continues in the De-
partment as emeritus faculty, teaching 
her course on Leadership & Manage-
ment Autumn Quarter 2011. Follow-
ing that, Dr. Kanny hopes to spend lots 
of time relaxing, enjoying life, and 
traveling. 

 

US News & World Report Ranking 
University of Washington has 
been ranked #3 nationally for 
rehabilitation care in the 2011 
US News & World Report rankings. 
We have been ranked in the top 

four programs for the last 22 years (rankings be-
gan in 1990). Scoring is based on a national sur-
vey of physicians who are board-certified in 
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation.  

S ave  t h e  D a t e  
29th Annual Review Course in  

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 
March 25—31, 2012 

*Optional Mock Oral Exams are free 
Hotel Deca—4507 Brooklyn Ave NE—Seattle, WA 98105 

Online brochure and registration information available  
December 2011 at http://www.uwcme.org  
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Dr. Kraft Receives MS Society Lifetime Achievement Award 
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Please Join Us!  
The Annual Alumni Reception at the  

2011 AAPM&R Meeting: 

Dr. Mark Jensen Publishes Book on Hypnosis 

The National Multiple Sclerosis Society awarded one of its highest honors—the Lifetime Achievement Award—
to Dr. George Kraft. The award, to be presented to Dr. Kraft at the society’s national conference in Dallas on 
November 3rd, recognizes 35 or more years of service to MS care. Dr. Kraft is a well-known expert in multiple 
sclerosis clinical care, education and research. He joined the UW faculty in 1969 and has served as director of the 
Western MS Clinical Center since 1979. He is also the Alvord professor of Multiple Sclerosis Research. Dr. Ells-
worth “Buster” Alvord was the former head of neuropathology at the UW’s Department of Pathology, and a re-
cipient of the MS Society’s Lifetime Achievement Award in 2005.  

As the new Director of Rehabilitation Care Services at VA Puget Sound Health Care System, Dr. Kevin Hakimi, 
assistant professor, is responsible for a growing department of 137 employees. Rehabilitation Care Services (RCS) 
at VA Puget Sound provides medical and therapeutic services throughout the hospital, nursing homes and within 
the VA’s 2 CARF accredited programs. In 2010, RCS saw over 30,000 unique patients in their outpatient set-
ting. Development of Spine and Musculoskeletal programs has been responsible for much of the outpatient 
growth. Additionally, RCS has 3 regional programs: Regional Amputee Center, Multiple Sclerosis Center of Ex-
cellence and a Polytrauma Network Site which demonstrates their clinical expertise and leadership in rehabilita-

tive care within the VA. Educating future health care providers is crucial to RCS’s mission; they currently support training in 
PM&R, Rehab Psychology, PT, OT, Speech and Audiology. Additionally, RCS continues to have one of the strongest VA Re-
hab Research programs in the county. “I look forward to working with a faculty and staff fully devoted to improving function 
and quality of life for those we serve,” said Dr. Hakimi. “I am confident we will continue to grow to meet the needed services 
for our Veterans while maintaining both our academic missions of education and research excellence.”  

 

Dr. Kevin Hakimi named Chief of Rehabilitation Services at VA Puget Sound 

 

Congratulations to Dr. Mark Jensen on the publication of his new book titled, Hypnosis 
for Chronic Pain Management: Therapist Guide (Treatments That Work). The guide is written 
for clinicians who treat patients with chronic pain and who wish to incorporate hypno-
sis and hypnotic procedures into their treatment protocols, or those clinicians who 
already have training in clinical hypnosis and hope to acquire the skills needed to apply 
it to pain management. 

 

University of Washington PM&R Residency Training Pro-
gram alumni, as well former and current faculty are cor-
dially invited to attend the alumni reception at the 2011 
American Academy of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 
meeting in Orlando, Florida. 

DATE: Friday, November 18th 
TIME: 7:00-10:00 PM 
LOCATION: Gaylord Palms Hotel & Convention Ctr. 

Tracy Jirikowic, PhD, OTR/L, assistant professor, 
will present, “Biobehavioral Perspectives On The 
Effects Of Prenatal Alcohol Exposure On Chil-
dren’s Development,” in the 2011/2012 Science 
in Medicine Lecture series.  
DATE: Wednesday, December 7, 2011 
TIME: 12:00p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

        LOCATION: FOEGE Auditorium, FOEGE  
        Building, University of Washington  

 

Dr. Jirikowic to Present in the UW Medicine 
Science in Medicine Lecture Series 



We are sending this electronic newsletter via a U of W Mailman List.   
To subscribe, please email us at:  rehab@uw.edu 

If you have feedback on this edition or an item that you think should be included in a 
future newsletter, please send an email to the editor, Randi Blaisdell:  

blaisr@uw.edu 

For those of you interested in seeing past issues of our newsletters:  
325 Ninth Avenue 

Box 359612 
Seattle, WA 98104 

E-mail: rehab@uw.edu 

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF  

REHABILITATION MEDICINE 

MAXIMIZING POTENTIAL  
ACROSS THE LIFESPAN 

V ISIT US ON THE WEB!  

HTTP:// REHAB. WASHINGTON. EDU 
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W E L C O M E  N E W  F A C U L T Y  

Sandee Bristow, 
MD, joins the depart-
ment as a clinical assis-
tant professor and new 
provider at the UW 
Center for Pain Relief 
at Roosevelt. Dr. Bris-

tow’s clinical interests are in the treat-
ment of chronic pain and related neu-
rological and musculoskeletal pain. 
Her primary clinical focus is in the 
management of chronic spinal pain 
including diagnostic and therapeutic 
spinal injections. Dr. Bristow com-
pleted her PM&R residency at the 
University of Miami/Jackson Memo-
rial Hospital, and a pain medicine fel-
lowship at the UW.  

Edward (Ted) 
Claflin, MD, joins the 
department as an acting 
assistant professor and 
new provider at our 
Rehabilitation Medicine 
Clinic at Harborview 

Medical Center. Dr. Claflin’s clinical 
interests are in the areas of stroke and 
neurological rehabilitation, trauma re-
habilitation, electrodiagnostic testing, 
and spasticity management. His re-
search interests are related to stroke 
and electrodiagnostic testing. Dr. 
Claflin received his medical degree 
from the University of Michigan and 
completed his physical medicine and 
rehabilitation residency at the UW.    

Leah Concannon, 
MD, joins the depart-
ment as a clinical assis-
tant professor and new 
provider at our Sports 
and Spine Clinic at Har-
borview Medical Cen-

ter. Dr. Concannon’s clinical interests 
are in the areas of non-operative sports 
and musculoskeletal injuries in athletes 
and non-athletes, and spine care includ-
ing interventional procedures and elec-
tromyography. She has a special interest 
in athletes with concussions and gym-
nasts. Dr. Concannon completed her 
physical medicine and rehabilitation 
residency and sports medicine fellow-
ship at the UW.  

   

Emily  
Traupman 

Psychology 

Katherine  
Rough 

Neurologic PT 

Merry  
Sylvester 
Psychology 

Jessica  
Mackelprang 

Psychology 

Education & Training: We l c o m e  N ew  F e l l ow s  

Nesanet  
Mitiku 

Multiple Sclerosis 

Dan  
Colonno 

Sports Medicine 

Wei  
Han Tan 

Spinal Cord Injury 

      


